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AFRICAN STUDIES,
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PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATE
REQUIREMENTS

REQUIREMENTS
• Complete at least 12 credits of African Studies Program core courses

or extended core courses (https://africa.wisc.edu/academics/
courses/) taught by an African Studies Program faculty member. 

• Graduate credit is available only for courses numbered 300 or higher
with the Grad 50% attribute.

• Maintain a grade point average of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale).

• Fulfill the requirements for a master’s or doctoral degree at the
University of Wisconsin–Madison.

• Include 9 credits outside of the major department. No more than 3
credits will count from the major department.

• Complete at least one graduate-level seminar in African studies with a
grade of AB or better. It may be in the major field.

ADDITIONAL TERMS
• Include no more than 3 credits of directed reading and research or

independent reading (AFRICAN 699 Directed Study, AFRICAN 999
Independent Reading and Research). No thesis/dissertation credits
(AFRICAN 990 Thesis) may be included.

• Only one course in a single language may satisfy certificate
requirements, but two languages courses may be applied if they are in
different African languages.

• Note: All African Cultural Studies courses (https://guide.wisc.edu/
courses/african/) may satisfy requirements for the graduate
certificate within the limits set by the distribution requirements
described above.
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