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LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION
STUDIES: ONLINE
PROGRAM, MA

This is a named option within the Library and Information Studies MA
(https://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/information/library-information-
studies-ma/#text).

The ALA-accredited master's degree at the Information School (iSchool)
prepares graduates to develop, provide, and assess information services
that create, collect, organize, store, analyze, find, distribute, and use
information in a diverse, technological, and global society. The program
prepares information professionals to work in multiple areas of the
information professions, including libraries (public, university and college,
youth services, special, and government), archives, digital librarianship
(which includes user experience and data analytics/management), and
information organization. Students can tailor their program to include
other emphases such as Tribal Libraries, Archives and Museums, social
justice, and digital humanities.

Librarianship: Graduates obtain employment in college and university
librarianship, public librarianship, youth and young adult librarianship,
electronic collections management, science and health librarianship,
research data management, and school library media centers.

Archives in a Digital Age: Graduates obtain employment in digital asset
management, digital preservation and curation, digital archives, corporate
archives, government archives, special collections, and tribal libraries
archives and museums.

Digital Libraries: Design, develop, and manage information technologies
with a focus on the user. Potential jobs include user experience and
web design, digital humanities, digital asset management and curation,
database and data management, and IT training/instruction.

Organization of Information: Graduates obtain employment in
metadata management, taxonomy and ontology development and
implementation, digital asset management, cataloging, XML and linked
data, and database management.

Full-time students generally complete the master's program in two
academic years; part-time students complete it in three to four years.
Students gain hands-on experience as part of their degree through the
school’s required field practicum. Students may choose practicum settings
based on their career goals.

NAMED OPTIONS
Students interested in the Master of Arts in Library and Information
Studies should refer to one of the named options:

• Campus Program (https://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/information/
library-information-studies-ma/library-information-studies-campus-
program-ma/)

• Online Program (p. 1)

OPTIONAL SPECIALIZATIONS
The Information School hosts several specializations that require specific
coursework from other departments or other requirements.

Business School Graduate/Professional Certificate in Strategic
Innovation: The Information School offers a specialization in information
innovation and organizational change in conjunction with the School
of Business graduate/professional certificate (https://guide.wisc.edu/
graduate/management-human-resources/strategic-innovation-
technology-organizations-society-graduate-professional-certificate/)
which can be completed as part of the school's MA degree (on-campus
program only).

Certificate in Leadership: iSchool students can earn the UW–Madison
Certificate in Leadership (https://cfli.wisc.edu/leadership-certificate/)
as part of their Information School MA degree (on-campus and online
programs).

Double degrees: The iSchool offers double degrees with the UW Law
School, the School of Music, and the Department of Art History. These
require separate admissions and additional coursework. (on-campus
program only)

School Library Media Specialist License: The School Library Media
Specialist License in the State of Wisconsin is a stand-alone teaching
license. The iSchool MA program can be modified to provide candidates
with the educational requirements for the license taken in addition to
the MA courses. Candidates already holding a valid Wisconsin teaching
license can be endorsed for the School Library Media Specialist through
the iSchool MA program. UW–Madison is part of the UW System School
Library Education Consortium (UWSSLEC), which is a certification-only
program. Because each state has its own regulations for teacher licenses,
this specialization is available to Wisconsin residents or those who will be
working in Wisconsin schools only.

Online students (distance degree option) should note: Specialized
courses in art, music, law, and school library media specialist, as well
as courses offered outside the Information School that may be part of
concentrations, specializations, or double degrees, are generally not
available online. For a distance student with academic background in one
of these areas, combining the general Information School degree with the
specialized background may be the best preparation.

The Information School master's program is accredited by the American
Library Association, recognized by the Wisconsin Division for Libraries,
Technology, and Community Learning for certification of public librarians,
and recognized by the state's Department of Public Instruction for
preparation of school library media specialists.

ABOUT THE INFORMATION
SCHOOL
PROGRAMS
The UW–Madison Information School, "the iSchool," is a professional
school offering several degrees and non-credit education that prepare
students for careers in the information professions:

• The iSchool MA degree (https://ischool.wisc.edu/programs/ma-
library-information-studies/) is a professional master's that prepares
information professionals to work in multiple areas of the information
professions, including libraries (public, university and college, youth
services, special, and government), archives, digital librarianship
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(which includes user experience and data analytics/management), and
information organization. Students can tailor their program to include
other emphases such as Tribal Libraries, Archives and Museums, social
justice, and digital humanities.

• The Capstone Certificate in User Experience Design (https://
ischool.wisc.edu/programs/uxcapstone/) is an educational credential
aimed at working adults who seek further education to advance their
careers or move into new fields without the commitment of a full
master's degree. See the Capstone Certificate Guide page here
(https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/capstone/user-experience-
design-capstone-certificate/).

• The PhD degree (https://ischool.wisc.edu/programs/phd-
program/) provides advanced academic preparation for those wishing
to pursue careers in academia, industrial research, or policymaking.
See the PhD Guide page here (https://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/
information/information-phd/).

• The Undergraduate Digital Studies Certificate (https://
guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/letters-science/communication-arts/
digital-studies-certificate/) provides undergraduate coursework in
information technologies and society and information management.
See the Undergraduate Certificate Guide page here (https://
guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/letters-science/communication-arts/
digital-studies-certificate/).

• The iSchool offers non-credit continuing education short courses
(https://ischool.wisc.edu/continuing-education/) that help
information professionals stay up to date.

COMMUNITY
The Information School at UW–Madison is well known for its public-
good, community-engagement orientation (https://ischool.wisc.edu/
slis/community-engagement/). It is home to student organizations that
shepherd information-justice projects including the Jail Library Group, the
Tribal Library Archives and Museums Group, and the KidsLib and Beyond
Group. Student groups at the iSchool (https://ischool.wisc.edu/student-
experience/student-organizations/) are very active and organize and
sponsor events.

The iSchool Library, (https://www.library.wisc.edu/ischool/) whose
windows overlook the shores of Lake Mendota and the oak trees of Muir
Knoll, is a very popular campus space for study, group work, social events,
and relaxation. The Information School Library is also home to:

• RADD (http://radd.dsalo.info/) "Recovering Analog and Digital Data"
equipment for audio/video digitization and digital-data rescue that
provides fee-for-service recovery of data from a wide variety of media
types.  

• The Text Technologies Press: (http://www.wiscprintdigital.org/
projects/text-technologies/) Typography and letterpress printing
equipment for teaching book history, book arts, design, art, and
making. 

RESEARCH & SCHOLARSHIP
The Information School faculty are known for scholarly work in the areas
of:

• Data and information policy and ethics

• User behaviors and literacies

• Print culture

• Library and information technology history

• Electronic publishing

• Information and communications technologies (ICT) and
development, and transnational diaspora use of ICT

• The social aspects of ICT

• Medical information and medical information technologies

• Youth and new media  

For more information, see the iSchool Research Overview Page. (https://
ischool.wisc.edu/faculty-staff-directory/research/)

RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS
Faculty and staff are widely involved in different research groups on
campus. For example, the iSchool is home to the Center for the History
of Print and Digital Culture (http://www.wiscprintdigital.org/), a research
center focused on authorship, reading, publication, and distribution of
print and digital materials. The Information School faculty members
are involved with the Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies,
the Digital Humanities Research Network, the HCI+Design Group, the
Wisconsin Institute for Discovery, and the Center for Financial Security.
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